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SWA 


How foon doth mqn decay ! 

When cloths are taken from a cheft of fweets, 

1 o fwaddle infants, whofe } oung breath 

Scarce knows the way ; 

Thofe clouts are little winding fheets, 

^Vhich doconfign and fend them unto death. Herbert. 
Yheyfwaddled me up in my night-gown with long pieces of 
linen, 'till they had wrapt me in about an hundred yards of 
fwathe. Add : fon, 

2. To beat ; to cudgel. A low ludicrous word. 

Great on the bench, great in the faddle. 

That could as well bind o’er as fwaddle. Hiidlbras. 

Swaddle, n. f [from the verb.] Cloaths bound round the 
body. 

1 begged them to uncafe me: no, no, fay they; and upon 

that carried me to one of their houfes, and put me to bed in 

&11 my Jw addles. Addifon. 

SwA DDLINGBAND. C r 11 -i n i u l 

c f / «. /• i from ivadleA Cloath wrapped 

oWA DDLI NGCLOATH. > _ , J , J 

c , ( round a new-born child. 

OWA DDLINGCLOUT. .) 

From thence a fairv thee unweeting reft. 

There as thou flept’ft in tender /waddt/ngband. 

And her bafe elfin brood, there for thee left. 

Such men do changelings call, fo changed by fairies theft. 

Fairy SJucen. 

That great baby you fee there is not yet out of his Jwadiing- 
tl uts. Sbakejp. Hamlet. 

The fwadli ngba nds were purple, wrought with gold. Dryd. 
To SWAG. v. n. [pjan, Saxon; fweigia , Iflandick.] To 
fink down by its weight ; to lay heavy. 

They are more apt, in / wagging down, to pierce with their 
points, than in the jacent pofture, and crevice the wall. IVott. 

Being a tall fifh, and with his Tides much compreffed, he 
hath a long fin upon his back, and another anfwering to it on 
his belly; by which he is the better kept upright, or from 
flagging on his Tides. Grew. 

ToSWage. v.a. [from ajfwage.'] To eafe; to foften ; to mi- 


tigate. 


Alilton. 
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Apt words have pow’r to / wage 
The tumours of a troubled mind, 

And are as balm to fefter'd wounds. 

Nor wanting pow’r to mitigate and fwage , 

With folemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chafe 
Anguifh, and doubt, and fear from mortal minds. Miltcn . 

I will love thee. 

Though my diftradted fenfes fhould for fake me, 

I’d find Tome intervals, when my poor heart 

Should fwage itfelf, and be let loofe to thine. Otway . 

To SW A'GGER. v.n. [ fwadderen , Dutch, to makeanoife; 
jrpegan, Saxon.] To bluffer; to bully; to be turbulently and 
tumultuoufly proud and infolent. 

Drunk? fquabble? fwagger? and difeourfe fuftian with 
one’s own fhadow ? Oh thou invincible fpirit of wine ! Shak. 

’ Tis the gage of one that I fhould fight withal, if he be 
alive; a rafcal that / waggerd with me laft night. Shakefpeare. 

Oft a terrible oath, with a fwaggering accent fharplv twang’d 
off, gives manhood more approbation than proof itfelf. Shak. 

The leffer fize of mortals love to fwagger for opinions, and 
to boafl infallibility of knowledge. Glanv. Scepf 

Many fuch afl'es in the world huff, look big, flare, drefs, 
cock, and fwagger at the fame noify rate. L’EJlrangc. 

He chuck’d, 

And fcarcely deign’d to fet a foot to ground, 

But fwagger d like a lord. Dry den. 

Confidence, how weakly foever founded, hath fome effedl 
upon the ignorant, who think there is fomething more than 
ordinary in a fwaggering man that talks of nothing but de- 
monftration. Tillotfon. 

To be great, is not to be ftarched, and formal, and fuperci- 
lious ; to fwagger at our footmen, and browbeat our infe- 
riors. . Collier on Pride. 

What a pleafure is it to be vi&orious in a caufe? to fwag- 
ger at the bar ? for a lawyer I was born, and a lawyer I will 
be. Arbuthnot’ s Hijlory of John Bull. 

Swaggerer, n.f [from fwagger.'] A blufterer ; a bully; a 
turbulent noify fellow. 

He’s no fwaggerer , hoftefs ; a tame cheater: you may ftroke 
him as gently as a puppy greyhound. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

Swa'ggy. adj. [from fwag.] Dependent by its weight. 

The beaver is called animal ventricofum, from his fwaggy 
and prominent belly. Browns V ulgar Errours. 

Swain. n.f [j-pem, Saxon and Runick.] 


A young man. 

That good knight would not fo nigh repair, 

Himfelf eftranging from their joyance vain, 

Whofe fellowfhip feem’d far unfit for warlike fwain. F. 

A country fervant employed in hufbandry. 

It were a happy life 

To be no better than a homely fwain. Shak. HenryVl. 

A paftoral youth. 

Blefi : Jwains / whofe nymphs in ev’ry grace excel ; 

Bleft nymphs! whofe fwains thofe graces Ting fo well. Pope. 


Swa'inmote. n.f [ fwainmotus , law Lat] 

matters of the fereft, kept by the charter of the foreFtT^ 
in the year. A his court of fwainmote is as incident 


A court touching 

tne year. 1 ms court or Jwammte is as incident tof fl*lT 
as the court of piepowder is to a fair. The fwainmote if’ 


breaki 


n g in 


court of freeholders within the foreft. r 

To Swale. 7 v. a. [ppelan, Saxon, to kindle.] To wafte^’ 
To Swe a L. J blaze away ; to melt : as, the candle fwales ^ 
Swa'llet. n.f Among the tin-miners, -water 

upon the miners at their work. j ? -. / > 

Swallow, n.f. [ ppalepe, Saxon. ] A fmall bird of^f* 
Ikge, or, as fome lay, a bird that lies hid and Beeps in the 

The fwallow follows not Summer more willingly than w 

That come before the fwallow dares. Shakefpeare 

The fwallow s make ufe of celandine, and the linnet of 
euphragia. ^ ^ 

When fwallows fleet foar high and fport in air 
He told us that the welkin would be clear. ’ q 
The Jiuallozv fweeps 

The (limy pool, to build his hanging houfe 

r Intent ' " Tbomfon’s Sprint, 

To Swa'llow. v. a. [ppelgan, Saxon; fwelgen , Dutch.] 6 

1 . To take down the throat. 

I fwallow down my fpittle. v jj . 

If little faults 

Shall not be wink’d at, how {hall we ftretch our eye, 
Whofe capital crimes chew’d, fwallow’ d, and digefted, 
Appear before us ? Shakefpeare’ s Henry V. 

Men are, at a venture, of the religion of the country; and 
muft therefore fwallow down opinions, as filly people do em- 
piricks pills, and have nothing to do but believe that they will 
do the cure. Locke. 

2. To receive without examination. 

Confider and judge of it as a matter of reafon, and not 
fwallow it without examination as a matter of faith. Locke. 

3. To engrofs; to appropriate. 

Far be it from me, that I fhould fwallow up or deftroy. 2 Sa; 
Homer excels all the inventors of other arts in this, that he 
has fwallcwed up the honour of thofe who fucceeded him. Pope . 

4. To abforb ; to take in ; to fink in any abyfs ; to engulph. 

Though you untie the winds, and let them fight 
Againft the churches, though the yefty waves 
Confound and Jzuallcw navigation up. Shakefpeare . 

I may be pluck’d into the ^ J wallowing womb 
Of this deep pit, poor Baflianus’ grave. Shak. Fit. Andrcn, 
Death is fwallowecl up in viclory. 1 Cor. xv. 54. 

If the earth open her mouth and fwalloiv them up, ye {hall 
underftand that thefe men have provoked the Lord. Hum. xvi. 

I n bogs fw allow’ d up and loll. Milton. 

He hid many things from us, not that they would fwallow 
up our underftanding, but divert our attention from what is 
more important. Decay cf Piety. 

Nature would abhor 
To be forced back again upon herfelf. 

And like a whirlpool jwallow her own ftreams. 

Dryden and Lee’s Oedipus. 

Should not the fad occafion fwallow up 
My other cares, and draw them all into it? Addifon. 

Cities overturn’d, 

And late at night in Jwallowing earthquake funk. Tbomfon. 

5. To devour; to deftroy. 

The necelFary provifion for life fwallows the greateft part ca 
their time. TAe. 

Corruption fwalloiv’d what the liberal hand 
Of bounty fcatter’d. Fhomfons Autumn. 

6. To be loft in any thing ; to be given up. 

The prieft and the prophet are fwallowed up of wine. IJ • 
Swa'llow. n.f [from the verb.] The throat; voracity. 

Had this man of merit and mortification been called to ac- 
count for his ungodly_/T^//;w, in gorging down the eflates 0 
helplefs widows and orphans, he would have told them that it 
was all for charitable ufes. South 

Swa'llowtail. n.f A fpecies of willow. , 

The {hining willow they call fwallowtail, becaufe oft e 
pleafure of the leaf. Bacon s Aatural Hifory- 

Swa'llowwort. n f A plant. 

Swam. The preterite of fwim. . 

SWAMP, n.f. [ Jwamrns , Gothick ; r pam, Saxon ; Juam, 
Iflandick ; fwamme^ Dutch ; fuomp^ Danifli; fwampi Swe 1 
A marfh ; a bog ; a fen. 

Swa'mpy. adj. [from fwamp.~\ Boggy; fenny. 

Swampy fens breathe deftrueftive myriads. I 

SWAN. n.f. [ypan, Saxon ; fuan, Danifh ; fwaen 9 IDutcn.J 
The fwan is a large water-fowl, that has a long an v j 




samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langui 



ftrai&ht neck, and is very white, excepting when it is 

M Jv sc ic it-d hill which is like that ot 

6 -little h 

the two Tides below its eyes are bjacK 


Its legs and feet are black, as is its bill, yvxn^ 
a goofe, but fomething rounder, and a little hooke a 
lower end of it : the two Tides below its eyes are ac 
{hining like ebony. Swans uTe wings like Tails, w ic 
the wind, fo that they are driven along in the water. 
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• i n herbs and fome fort of grain like a goofe, and lome 

o have lived three hundred years. There is a fpecies 

"f'fwans with the feathers of their heads, towards the brea , 

1 A the eilds with a gold colour inclining to red. 
marked at t the unclean creatures ; but 

i VV3n 'rnnfecratdd to Apollo thegSd of muf.ck, becau.e it was 
mto fing melodioufly when it was near expiring ; a tradition 

generally received, but fabulous. 
c With untainted eye 

Compare her face with fome that I fhali mow, 

And I will make thee think th yjwan a crow. Shakefpeare. 

Let muf.ck found, while he doth make h.s choice; 

Then if he lole, he makes ijwan like end. Shakeffeat e. 

Ihavefeena fwan, 

With bootlefs labour, fwim againft the tide, 

And fpend her ftrength with over-matching waves. Shakefp. 
The birds eafy to be drawn are plampedes, or waiter- fowl, 
as the mallard, goofe, and fwan. teacham on Di awing. 

The fearful matrons raife a (creaming cry, i 

Old feeble men with fainter groans reply ; > 

A jarring found refults, and mingles in the iky, J 

Like that of fwans remurm’nng to the floods. Dryden. 

The idea, which anEnglifhman figmfies by the mmejwan, 
is a white colour, long neck, black beak, black legs, and whole 
feet, and all thefe of a certain fize, with a power of fwim- 
ming in the water, and making a certain kind of noife. Loceee. 
SWa'nskin. n.f [fwan and Jkin.] A kind of loft flannel, 

imitating for warmth the down of a Iwan. • _t n-i 

Swap. ail. [adfuipa, to do at a fnatch, Iflandick.] Haftily ; 
with hafty violence: as, he did it jwap. A low word. 

. To Swap. v. a. To exchange. See lo Swop. 

Sward, n.f. [ fward , Swedifh.] 

1. The {kin of bacon. 

2. The furface of the ground: whence green fward) or green 

^ Water, kept too long, loofens and foftens the fward , makes 
it fubjeft to ruflies and coarfe grafs. Note on : l ufjer. 

The noon of night was paft, when the foe 
Came dreadlefs o’er the level fwarU that lies ; 

Between the wood and the fwift ftreaming Gufe. A. Philips. 
To plant a vineyard in July, when the earth is very dry 
and combuftible, plow up the fwarth , and burn it. Mortimer. 
Sware. The preterite of Jwear. 

Swarm, n.f [ypeapm, Saxon ; fwerm, Dutch.] 

I; A great body or number of bees or other fmall animals, par- 
ticularly thofe bees that migrate from the hive. 

A fwarm of bees that cut the liquid fky. 

Upon the topmoft branch in clouds alight. Dryden s ALn. 

2. A multitude; a croud. 

From this fwarm of fair advantages, 

You grip’d the general fway into your hand* 

Forgot your oath to us at Doncafter. ^ Shakefpeare. 

If we could number up thofe prodigious fwarms that had 
fettled themfelves in every part of it, they would amount to 
more than can be found. Addifon on Italy . 

To Swarm, v. n. [ypeajiman, Saxon; fwermen , Dutch.] 

I. To rife as bees in a body, and quit the hive. 

All hands employ’d. 

Like labouring bees on a long Summer’s day ; 

Some found the trumpet for the reft to fwarm. Dryden. 

Swarm’d on a rotten ftick the bees I fpy’d. Gay. 

When bees hang in fwarming time, they will prefen tly rife, 
if the weather hold. Mortimer’ s Husbandry. 

1 . To appear in multitudes; to croud ; to throng. 

The mercilefs Macdonel, 

The multiplying villanies of nature 

Do fwarm upon. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Our fuperfluous lacqueys, and our peafants. 

Who in unneceflary’adfion fwarm 

About our fquares of battle. Shakefp. Henry V. 

What a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awaken’d in m e fwarm, while I confider 
What from within I feel myfelf, and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears. Milton. 

Then mounts the throne, high plac’d before the (hrine ; 
In crowds around the fwarming people join. Dryden’ s An. 
3. To be crouded ; to be over-run ; to be thronged. 

Thefe garrifons you have now planted throughout all Ire- 
land, and every place fwarms with foldiers. Spenfer . 

Her lower region fwarms with all fort of fowl, her rivers 
with fifh, and her Teas with whole fhoals. Howel. 

Thofe days fwarmed with fables, and from fuch grounds 
took hints for fi&ions, poifoning the world ever after. Broivn. 
4- To breed multitudes. 

Not fo thick fivarnid once the foil 
Bedropp'd with blood of Gorgon. Milton’s Paradife Loft. 
SWART. 'I adj. [ fwarts , Gothick; rpcapt, Saxon; (wart. 
SWARTH. $ Dutch.] J ’ 

Black; darkly brown ; tawney. 

A nation ftrange, with vifage fwart , 

And courage fierce, that all men did affray, 

T hrough the world then fwarmed in every part, F-. Pjjuccn. 


A man 

Of fioortb complexion, and of crabbed iue, + 

That him full of melancholy did fliew. • . <. 

Whereas I was black and fwart before; 

With thofe clear rays which fhe infus’d on Wh 
That beauty am I bleft with; which you fee. Shak. H. \ L 
No goblin, or fwart fairy of the mme, 

Hath hurtful power o’er true virginity. V 

2. In Milton it feems to Tignify black ; gloomy; man. * 

Ye valleys low, n/r'h™ 

On whofe frefh lap th .fwart ft.-r fparely ^ ^ 

To Swart, v. a. [ from the noun. ] T o blacken , 

fwarth^ Blackly; dufleily ; taw- 
Swa'rthjnrss. n.f. \homfwarthy ] Darknefs of complexion ; 

Swarthy.’ adj. [See Swart.] Dark of complexion; b)ack 3 

dufky ; tawney. . . . 

Set me where, on fome pathlels piainy 
Th zfwarthy Africans complain. -Rofammon. 

Thouirh in the torrid climates the common colour is black 
or hvarthy, yet the natural colour of the temperate climates is 
morewanfparent and beautiful. NalesOng.n of Mankind. 
Here fwarthy Charles appea r s, and there . r 

His brother with de^fted air. # Add] on. 

Did they know Cato, our remoteft kings 
Would pour embattled multitudes about him; 

Their fwarthy hofts would darken all our plains* 

Doubling the native horrour of the war, ; 

And making death more grim. Addijon s Cato. 

Swash, n.f. [ A cant word.] A figure, whofe circumference 
is not round, but oval; and whofe moldings lie not at right 
angles, but oblique to the axis of the work. Moxoiu 

To SWASH, v. n. To make a great clatter or noife : whence 

fwafjbuckler . 

We’ll have a fivajhwg and a martia. outiice. 

As many other mannifh cowards have. 

That do outface it with their femblances. Shake, peas e. 

Draw, if you be men:. Gregory, remember thy fwafhmg 
bj ow> Shak. Romeo and Juliet. 

Swa’sher. n.f. [from fwajh.'] One who makes a fhow of 

valour or force of arms. • 

I have obferved thefe three fwajhers ; three fuch anticks do 

not amount to a man. Shakef. Henry V. 

Swatch, n.f A fwathe. Not in ufe. 

One fpreadeth thofe bands fo in order to 1 ie. 

As barlie in Jwatches may fill it thereby* Ffujfer. 

Swath, n.f. [ Jwade , Dutch.] 

1. A line of grafs cut down by the mower. 

With tofling and raking, and fetting on cox, 

Graffe, lately in fwaihes , is meat for an ox. T^Jfer. 

The ftrawy Greeks, ripe for his edge, 

Fall down before him, like the mower’s fwath .. Shakefp. 
As foon as your grafs is mown, if it lie thick in the fwath , 
neither air nor fun can pafs freely through it. Mortimer. 

2 . A continued quantity. 

An affe&ion’d afs, that cons ftate without book, and utters 
it by great fivaths. Shak. Five ft b Night. 

3. [Speban, to bind, Saxon.] A band ; a fillet. 

An Indian comb, a ftick whereof is cut into three {harp and 
round teeth four inches long : the other part is left for the 
handle, adorned with fine ftraws laid along the fides, and 
lapped round about it in feveral diftindl fwaths. Grew. 

They Twaddled me up in my night-gown with long pieces of 
linen, which they folded about me, ’till they had wrapped me 
in above an hundred yards of fwathe. Addijon s Spectator. 
To Swathe, v. a. [ype&an, Saxon.] To bind, as a child 
with bands and rollers. 

Thrice hath this Hotfpur, Mars in fwathing cloaths, 

This infant warriour, and his enterprizes, 

Difcomfited great Douglas. Shak. HenrylV . 

He had two fons ; the eldeft of them at three years old, 

I’ th’ fwathing cloaths the other, from their nurfery 
Were ftol’n. Shakefp. Gymbeline. 

Their children arc never fivatheft^ or bound about with any 
thing* when they are firft born; but are put naked into the bed 
with their parents to lie. Abbot’s Defer ipt. of the World. 

Swath'd in her lap the bold nurfe bore him out, 

Tirvi 1 1 51 1 i.i 
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With olive branches cover’d round about. 

Mafter’s feet are fwath’ d no longer, 

If in the night too oft he kicks. 

Or (hows his loco-motive tricks. 

To Sway. v.a. [fchwebert^ German* to move.] 

1. 'Fo wave in the hand 5 to move or weild with facility : as, to 
fway the feepter. 

Glancing fire out of the iron play’d, 

As fparkles from the anvil rife. 

When heavy hammers on the wedge a xzfwayd. Fa 4 j IjuecWc 
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